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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, if we
could harness some of the wind power
this morning, we could solve our en-
ergy problem. If we could take the
blame game and convert it to Btus, we
would have energy to last for a long
time.

Mr. Speaker, we ought to bring in a
lot of different people and put them
under oath in front of the Committee
on Resources, in front of our various
oversight committees, and get the an-
swer. I do not countenance any mis-
conduct by anyone, but I will tell you
what is interesting: when the Governor
of California had a chance to put emer-
gency generators online, he said, Oh,
no. If those folks are not going to be
union employees, I do not want to see
those generators.

When the Governor of California had
a chance to work out these problems,
he took $1 million from the same util-
ity companies my friend from Oregon
rails against. When the Governor of
California had a chance to step forward
and solve this problem, he went on Jay
Leno. What is next, a Letterman ap-
pearance with stupid gubernatorial
tricks?

We have got real problems. Let us
solve the problem. We can all yell and
scream.

f

TIME TO SIGN ENERGY
DISCHARGE PETITION

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
last speaker certainly makes a good
case for wind power.

There is an opportunity today for
Members to sign the discharge petition
to return this country to cost-based
power, not power determined by goug-
ers in the energy industry. We have
seen on the west coast 400 percent prof-
it for Texas companies selling energy.
Now, 400 percent profit is a little bit
over the top. Most of us who believe in
the free enterprise system think that
maybe 10 or 20 percent is not too bad.
But they want unlimited ability.

Mr. Speaker, the oil dynasty of Che-
ney and Bush and Evans have selected
the people to run the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission. Whenever you
hear anybody say FERC, they are talk-
ing about people appointed by the Bush
people to control and allow the indus-
try to actually not control the energy
industry.

Now, you would say it is a west coast
problem, that it is always Democrats.
New York is doing it now, and they are
fearful of what it is going to be without
cost-based power. It is time to sign the
discharge petition.

f

CONTROLLING THE ENERGY
CRISIS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, no one
doubts and no one questions that we
need a balanced, comprehensive re-
sponsible energy policy in this Nation.
By importing nearly 60 percent of our
domestic oil from foreign countries, we
are leaving our Nation’s security vul-
nerable to the whims of these import-
ing countries.

We must increase the supply of do-
mestic energy and promote conserva-
tion as a form of safe and reliable
power, while at the same time pro-
moting a clean and healthy environ-
ment.

Along with conservation efforts,
technological advancements will allow
us to meet our energy needs for dec-
ades, even centuries to come. New
technologies, like gasoline-electric hy-
brid cars, clean coal, hydrogen fuel,
second-generation geothermal, and
other such innovations will allow us to
avoid problems like those in California,
while ensuring a clean environment as
our legacy for our children.

Mr. Speaker, California’s fast-paced
society is not capable of supporting
itself through energy shortages and
rolling blackouts. Neither is the rest of
the country. However, since Governor
Gray Davis has been showing more in-
terest in his political consultants rath-
er than his constituents, the crisis in
his homeland has begun spreading like
a catastrophe and has put the Nation
on the brink of engulfing other States.
It is time to take action now.

f

SUPPORT THE BIPARTISAN
PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, let
us get down to basics. Some health
plans systematically obstruct, delay
and deny care. Some health plans pro-
vide excuses instead of coverage. The
bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights has
enough teeth in it to deter health plans
from cheating their enrollees and
enough definition in it to protect
health plans and employers from frivo-
lous lawsuits.

Yesterday, my Republican col-
leagues, the gentleman from Kentucky
(Mr. FLETCHER), the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS),
introduced legislation endorsed by
President Bush and written by the
largest insurance companies in the
country. It does not give enrollees the
right to sue. The language is drafted so
that the right to sue cannot actually
be exercised.

The Republican bill is a sham. I ask
President Bush to work with us to put
insurance interests aside, to put cam-
paign contributions from insurance in-
terests aside, to work with us in the bi-
partisan Patients’ Bill of Rights. That
is the bill that protects patients. That

is the bill that restores the patient-
physician relationship.

f

SUPPORT PRESIDENT’S SOUND
ENERGY PLAN

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
President Bush has outlined what I
think is a sound energy policy that is
both forward thinking and sensible, but
opponents of his plan sound like a bro-
ken record, accusing the President of
being anti-environment.

The assertion that we must choose
between sound energy policy and
healthy environment is simply not
true. As an example, we need to look
no further than the clean air standards
set up in the early nineties. Regula-
tions for fuel resulted in refineries
using additives that produced clean air,
but polluted the groundwater. That is,
until the development of ethanol.

Ethanol is a biofuel that is produced
from corn and grain sorghum. It pro-
tects our quality of air by reducing
tailpipe emissions and greenhouse
emissions. And as an added bonus, eth-
anol can provide help for our economy,
especially our American farmers, and
not for OPEC. I, for one, would rather
depend upon the good graces of a Kan-
sas farmer than foreign oil producers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the President’s sound energy
policy.

f

REDUCING SUPPLY TO INCREASE
PRICES

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, people
this morning have been talking about
the energy situation, and I think it is
important to talk calmly for a moment
about some of the things that have
been happening.

I happen to be a member of the Sub-
committee on Energy of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform, and we
have had hearings with the American
Petroleum Institute and others from
the industry testifying before us. Also,
Senator WYDEN in the Senate has
taken testimony on this matter.

It is important for the American peo-
ple to know that there is strong evi-
dence that the industry acted to make
sure that they reduced supply so that
they could raise costs. Senator WYDEN
had thick documents, which I have just
put on record in our committee hear-
ing, showing over the last decade of the
nineties there was too much refinery
backlog for the companies, so they
acted, or at least indicated they were
going to act, to make sure that those
refineries shrunk. Over 50 of them have
closed.

Therefore, we did not have the kind
of supply that we needed; and of
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course, that drove up demand and
drove up price. Now that that is up
there, the companies will tell you the
reason we do not have enough fuel at
reasonable prices is because we do not
have enough refineries.

Now they are looking for the triple
play. Instead of producing more and
getting that in the pipeline and having
more refineries, they now want to do
away with environmental regulations.
This is not something we should allow
to happen. We should keep our eye on
that industry and make sure we get
something done for the consumer.

f

CALIFORNIA ENERGY CRISIS

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, we have
an energy crisis. Eight years of Clin-
ton-Gore no-growth energy and Federal
environmental policies have left us fac-
ing frequent shortages.

In my home State of California, the
population has grown by 4 million peo-
ple over 10 years. The economy has
doubled in half that time. Sadly, the
radical environmentalists have pre-
vented the construction of new power
plants.

The equation is simple: more people
and no power plants equal blackouts.
Rather than place blame, President
Bush has proposed a responsible solu-
tion that seeks to address our dire situ-
ation, increase supply while offering
incentives to reduce demand.

While California is already the most
energy efficient State in the country,
the President’s comprehensive policy
will promote new power plant con-
struction. It is not necessarily polit-
ical, but it recognizes that there are no
quick fixes to the years of policies that
forced us deep into the dark.

f

SUPPORT BIPARTISAN PATIENT
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans need a Patients’ Bill of Rights.
Every single day we hear stories of pa-
tients whose health has been seriously
jeopardized because their health plan
has denied coverage. Each day 35,000
patients experience a delay in needed
care and 7,000 patients per day are de-
nied referral to a medical specialist.

Doctors are unable to make the best
medical decisions for their patients be-
cause their hands are tied by the insur-
ance companies. What we need to do is
to return those medical decisions back
to doctors and patients and out of the
hands of insurance companies. We need
a Patients’ Bill of Rights that grants
access to specialists, allows patients to
choose their own doctors, lifts physi-
cian gags that prohibit doctors from
talking about medical options, allows

for access to emergency rooms, and,
yes, holds HMOs accountable for neg-
ligent actions.

These patient protections are long
overdue. The Republican leadership has
watered down meaningful bipartisan
legislation to protect another special
interest, the managed care organiza-
tions. They want to give HMOs special
protection from lawsuits, while weak-
ening patients’ ability to hold health
plans accountable.

Vote for Dingell-Norwood. Support
the bipartisan Patient Protection Act.
In the long run, it will help the Amer-
ican people.

f

BECOMING ENERGY SELF-RELIANT

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, let us
put all the political posturing and
gamesmanship aside and be honest: the
major causes of high energy prices this
summer will be the lack of domestic
energy production and the absence of
new investments in the electricity gen-
eration facilities needed to meet the
growth experienced over the last dec-
ade.

That is why becoming more energy
self-reliant is so important. If we want
an uninterrupted supply of energy,
then we need more American oil,
American gas, and clean coal. In Mon-
tana alone, we have several hundred
years’ worth of natural gas and coal de-
posits. Current estimates place coal re-
sources for eastern Montana at about
50 billion tons, two-thirds of which is
low-sulfur, clean-burning coal.

In developing these resources, it is
important that we keep in mind that
America has some of the highest envi-
ronmental standards and most ad-
vanced technology in the world. Our
strict laws do a good job of ensuring
our environment is protected.

The bottom line is this: relying upon
our own energy resources is cleaner
and safer than importing energy from
countries with inferior technology and
scant environmental oversight.

f

SUPPORT A REAL PATIENTS’ BILL
OF RIGHTS

(Ms. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, as many of you know, when I was
elected to the United States Congress,
prior to being sworn in, I had to walk
into a hospital in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, and announce that I believed I was
on the verge of a heart attack. Because
I was an elected Member of Congress, I
did not have to get permission from
anybody to get the best medical serv-
ices that Indianapolis, Indiana, had to
offer. That is why I stand before you
today on behalf of all of the people who
seek the services from HMOs who do

not happen to be a Member of the
United States Congress.

The President of the United States
claims credit for the HMO reform bill
that passed in Texas when he was Gov-
ernor. You would think that a person
who claims credit for an issue would
work hard to put it into practice at his
new job.

It is not right for the HMOs to take
money from people they are supposed
to serve and then deny them the serv-
ice when those same people need help.

We need to pass the Patients’ Bill of
Rights bill that would hold health
plans accountable when they harm a
patient, protect patients from paying
out of pocket for emergency room serv-
ices, provide an independent appeal
process, and guarantee that treatment
decisions are based on medical, and not
financial, concerns. Those were in-
cluded in the Texas law.

The President needs to stop trying to
negotiate away from his own law, and
support the same bill he said he sup-
ported in Texas, the Dingell-Ganske-
Norwood Patients’ Bill of Rights.

f

A BALANCED APPROACH TO
ENERGY

(Mrs. WILSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, it costs
$1.60 cents a gallon when I filled up my
tank on the corner of Alameda and 4th
Street this weekend. Anybody in this
country that pays a utility bill or put
gas in the tank within the last month
knows we have an energy crunch in
this country. It is worse in the West,
but it affects everybody.

I think everybody, most everybody,
knows that Band-aids are not answers,
and there are not any quick fixes that
are going to solve the problems of en-
ergy in this country. We need a bal-
anced, long-term approach, no Band-
aids, no quick fixes, to give us stability
in our energy markets.

I think it is too important to do any-
thing but the right thing. That is going
to require all of us to work together to
do the right thing. We need to start
with conservation. We made tremen-
dous progress in this country with con-
servation in the last 20 years; and we
are not going back, and nobody wants
to. But we also have to increase the
supplies of energy in this country, re-
sponsibly explore for energy in
nonpark land, and give ourselves a mix
of supply. It is only the balanced ap-
proach that will give us the energy
that we need.

f

BAN DRILLING FOR OIL AND GAS
UNDER GREAT LAKES

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remind my colleagues that
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